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The blast comes about five days after a series of suicide bombings
rocked Baghdad and Samarra, the capital. Attackers have targeted

civilian shopping centers in well-to-do neighborhoods. "This is a horrific
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attack on innocent Iraqis. These acts of terrorism cannot be tolerated.
The people of Iraq have bravely withstood the relentless violence of

terrorists over the past year, but now they deserve a better life. "The
United States continues to lead a global coalition to seek justice and

peace. We have stood with Iraq against terrorists and have
implemented a new strategic partnership with Iraq. "Through the

strategic alliance we have agreed to deepen our cooperation in every
security area from counterterrorism to border security, law

enforcement and counternarcotics." The effort is seen as a significant
improvement on the breakdown of the U.S. relationship with Iraq since

last May when U.S. forces pulled out under pressure from a rising
insurgency. An estimated 4,000 U.S. soldiers are in Iraq, working with
Iraqi forces and helping with security. A U.S. military spokesman said
no U.S. military casualties had been reported. The U.S. military said

Iraqi forces backed by U.S. air and artillery strikes had captured a small
town near Tikrit after government forces had lost control of it to an al-
Qaida-inspired insurgent group. Efforts to isolate extremists from Sunni

Arab towns in which they have operated with impunity for years now
rely largely on U.S. air support and the presence of the 3,000-strong
U.S. mission in Baghdad. U.S. forces help train the Iraqi army. The

latest terror strike came five days after a series of suicide bombings
rocked Baghdad and Samarra, the capital. Attackers have targeted
civilian shopping centers in well-to-do neighborhoods. More than 20
people were killed and over 100 wounded. Samarra, Iraq's second-

largest city. is about 250 km (160 miles) north of Baghdad. . . . . . . The
blast comes about five days after a series of suicide bombings rocked

Baghdad and Samarra, the capital.Attackers have targeted civilian
shopping centers in well-to-do neighborhoods. "This is a horrific attack

on innocent Iraqis. These acts of terrorism cannot be tolerated. The
people of Iraq have bravely withstood the relentless violence of

terrorists over the past year, but now they deserve a better life. "The
United States continues to lead c6a93da74d
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