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2004 SP2 v.Highland Park residents may know the debate over

money laundering has a lot to do with money. And it seems
that money can and does flow through the park. The financial
district of Highlands Park is home to nearly 17,000 residents,

but there are some types of businesses that are seeing an
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influx of money. The city's business owners have asked local
police to closely watch their purses for bulging wallets or loose
bills. It's money laundering. "We're doing what's called money

laundering here," said Highlands Park police Capt. Tom
Hamilton. "This is a small city, so we get our fair share of

suspicious activity." Residents are increasingly telling
Highlands Park police about suspicious behavior in their

neighborhood. A block off North Valley Road, the president of
a small business says he has been waking up to find his cash
almost gone. "I actually call the bank, say, hey, I was robbed.
They said, I don't know, it must have been a false alarm," said

Glen Ebey, president of Lasaglass Glass. In fact, it wasn't a
false alarm. A man broke into the business last October and
stole $20,000 in cash. The police report doesn't say how or

why the thief hit the business. Since that incident, Ebey says
he's no longer sleeping well at night. The police report never
shows up at his bank. He's not sure if they keep them at the
police station. "Unfortunately, we can't do much," Ebey said.
"We do our best to watch it, and that's all we can do." That

kind of crime is illegal and carries a penalty of up to five years
in prison. Federal and state law enforcement officials are

monitoring this case. Ebey said he is just relieved the man
didn't take the cash. "All I'm worried about is getting it back,
getting it back to my bank account," he said. Hamilton, the
police captain, said that he has seen more reports of people

trying to sneak in people with big money to enter stores, then
trying to sneak it out before police arrive. Last year, two

people were caught on surveillance cameras trying to get a
flatbed truck loaded with nearly $500,000 into the back door
of a business in Highlands Park. It was carrying more than a
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