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Exchange Council, commonly known as
ALEC, was scheduled to begin. In

attendance, however, was none other
than House Speaker John Boehner, who
used the opening session to praise the

influence of right-wing, extremist groups
in statehouses around the nation.

Boehner and ALEC were scheduled to
present an award to King County Sheriff

Joe Arpaio, who is facing criminal charges
for his “crime” of defending himself from
a claim that Barack Obama was born in

Kenya. But at the last moment, when the
speaker found out Arpaio would not be in
attendance, he suddenly developed a bad
case of political jet-lag and was unable to
present the award. So instead, Boehner

enjoyed the opportunity to tout the
influence of ALEC in statehouses, and

lobby local officials for the group’s
agenda. In a video released shortly after
the incident, Boehner is seen standing on
a stage with a microphone and the words
“American Legislative Exchange Council”
emblazoned on the speaker’s lapel. “I’m

in the great state of Alaska,” Boehner tells
the audience, “home of the world’s

largest fish fry and the smallest
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