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"I believe," said Ludovicus,
"that I have your

cooperation, and I beg you
to be patient with this

young man, whom I have
already experienced the
kindness of. I will now

show him to you." "If you
please, baron," said the

stranger, "I am a stranger
here; I am in quest of my
wife, Margaret, the sister

of the baroness of the
castle. I did not expect to
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find her here; I had
understood that she had

gone out with her
husband, the baron; but I
have also heard that they

were not of such good
friends as I was led to

believe. Neither the baron
nor his wife ever takes any

credit to themselves for
other people's good

deeds, and I believe that
they are not in the habit of
going out unless they can
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go together. If the young
lady has returned home, I
will not seek the baroness,
and if not I shall wait for

them here, for I have had
bad news from my father,
to whom I am bound by
ties of blood. "I beg you,

baron, to give me my
answer as soon as you

can, for I have found her
and she is in good health."
"I pray you to be seated,
sir," said the baron. "Hast
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thou, then, good news of
Margaret? Where is the

young lady, and where is
the baron?" "I have just

seen her, and I have also
seen the baron," said the
young man. "He was not
with you at dinner, and

you did not send him out
to dine with his wife." "In
truth, the young lady has
such perfect control over
herself that she does not
even seem to enjoy the
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honour that her husband
does her." "But the baron,

who is wise, is also
deceived." "I must be so,
sir, for that cannot be. Be
so good as to tell me all
you know about them. I
heard that the baroness
was a lady of very high
birth, but I did not know

her father or her brother; I
do not even know
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